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Richard Dawkinsâ€™s classic remains the definitive argument for our modern understanding of

evolution.The Blind Watchmaker is the seminal text for understanding evolution today. In the

eighteenth century, theologian William Paley developed a famous metaphor for creationism: that of

the skilled watchmaker. In The Blind Watchmaker, Richard Dawkins crafts an elegant riposte to

show that the complex process of Darwinian natural selection is unconscious and automatic. If

natural selection can be said to play the role of a watchmaker in nature, it is a blind oneâ€”working

without foresight or purpose.In an eloquent, uniquely persuasive account of the theory of natural

selection, Dawkins illustrates how simple organisms slowly change over time to create a world of

enormous complexity, diversity, and beauty.
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It's pretty obvious that a fair few people criticising this book have not read it - and have no intention

to. Or if they have attempted to read it they simply haven't grasped the most basic concepts.

General assumptions that a pro-evolution stance is just an "opinion", or that evolution is "just a

theory" (a complete misunderstanding of the meaning of the word in a scientific context), or

statements like "given enough time, dirt can turn into people." show that clearly. One person even



takes one of the central aims of the book - where Dawkins takes Paley's watchmaker analogy and

attempts to show how a complex object like an eye could evolve by selection - and berates Dawkins

because because he apparently doesn't grasp the fact that because a watch or computer has a

designer, that life must have a designer as well! Awe-inspiring. If I remember he also accuses

Dawkins of circular reasoning!The whole case of the book is that this "it's all chance" thing is

precisely the opposite of what Darwin and Wallace said. As Dawkins writes in the prologue "The

trouble with evolution is that everyone *thinks* they understand it". If one thing should be taken from

this book, it is the realisation that Natural Selection is *anything* but chance.I used to think I

understood evolution. I did Biology as an elective at university but I didn't really begin to understand

the subtleties and elegance of the theory until I first read this book 10 years ago. It's genuinely one

of the milestone books of my life - and not because I already had an opinion before I read it - unlike

the creationists.
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